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McGuinty governm.ent calls for morator
closures 

 

Ciecemb.er 12, 2003 12;(JO A.M. IMilii$,try of Edl((;ation 

TORONTO; Dec 12 - Iii keeping with the McGuintygovernmeht's commJtmenfto delivM positive change, 
EaLIC:?tion Minist.e.r GeJN.d KenheqytO.day c.aJJe(l ·on all Ontacr.io s.choo) boan:ls t0 place a. moratorium on:sdrool 
d0s.Ores tfr1til after. September 2004. ".Outgpal is to ensure Ontario stt.ld.erit;>get the bestsi:hoqls and the best 
edu1;ation pos~ible• Th~t'swhy Wfte going tq t~ke the time to reviewanqrevi~~ prpvihd;JI glJideilnestp help 
Boards make the best possible st/:infil dosure and building planning decisions," says.Kennedy. "We. believe our 
gpai of.rMking pubiicecjl(c;atio11 the !)est educ,,tiop aod improving student perforn:iance can besfbemet ff we 
treatour schools as learning communities, rather thai'l just brii::ks ari.d m.ortar." Kehhedynores that ih som:e cases 
bo<ircJs may choose t9JirJtceed with tlos!J.res where the:re is widespref!d cqnsen!;uswffhintfieschpol comml!nity, 
for example wnere a new replaceni'eriLschooJ is beJngbiJilt.Uhder.pfovihdal l.egislation,the dedsJoti to close 
";thbb!s is, made PY l(lcilJ.school boat(jS. However, bOicli'ds arere,quired tC> have school-d()sure; policies based Of) 

provindalguidelihes, ahd thes.e ate in the'pracess of being revised bythe new government. In addition, many of 
the proylndaf runding po!fdes th<i.t it]flllence bp;in:I det[s)ons·on the VtabiJi,\y ofsc'h9ols under the.Ir qintrol wl!Lbe 
ravfewed. Aletter from l<eriiledy, delivered to ·all Ontario school boards today, ihdl¢ates;that iri futur.e, bo·ards will 
f'le ait<e:.d spedfjcaJlyto ;isse§sthe.ed.uc;atf90 and cornrnutiltyv~lue ofthe $thoc:ils bein,g consJc!ere<;f for ~!osure, 
with·speci'al consideration for i\Jr'aJ sthooJs,."B.ecause ofthe current fuh'dirigformula, short"term finar\Clal 
cims1det~tif)ns h9yeplayed taol<irg~,;;irqle inded~ions;to clo')e school$..In fiJ\:t, some ofthe (J).ost Sl!tcessfo( 
schools Jn the pr0virice In terms of literacy and numeriltytestlng results; have closed/' says f<ehnedy. "The 
deti${on to sJiqt c;!own any s(;hqqt sh!JlJld <:inly be p<irt of~ JMgrangep!03n'tM1 J:ake~ Into a<'rnunttfie 
improvements that the McGulhty.govetnment plans to make to .Ontario public education to the benefit of all 
stul:lents." The McGlJfnty Gqye;mmehtha.s committed tq. rnaldng orrtario'i µ1;1bllt i;dw;~tion the best eduqit:icin 
and to lmprovirigoukomes fol'students' ih literacy and numeracy. WfthihfoLtr year$ 75 percent dfstudents will 
meet or exc(!.ed theprovfncial ?tC!nd<irc!on ptoV,lru:e Wide tests. Oisp'On]ple en franfais Por more foformation vlsk 
www.edu.go1t.on.GiPor further lnformatiafo Medi<i Cbiitacrs:]ill Fairb'rother, Minf;;tef's Office;(4f6)'325-26!l3, 
141 fi.l 788c(l:5':j9 keill: Dave Ross, O)t):lrnl!hk~tiohs Bninch.J416l325-27Q9: Public Jnauirie·s: 14'161325,2919 or 1­
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