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McGuinty government calls for morator
tlosutes -

Becermber 12, 2003 1200 AM. | Miristry of Edugation

TORONTQ, Dee. 12 - In keeping with the McGuinly goveriiment’s cafhimitment to delivér positive charigé,
Edugation Minister Gerard Kenhedy today called on all Ontario schosf hoards te place a moratoritm-on school
closures until after Septémber 2004, "Our godl isto ensure Ontafio studerits gét the best schdols and the hest
edugation pessible: That's why we're going to taka the fime to review and revise provincial guidelinesto help
Boakds make the best possinlé schosl dlosure and building planning decisions,” says. Kennedy, "We believe our
goal of making public education the hest education and improving student performance cany best be:met if we
freat our schools as learhing cormhunities, rather thai just bricks.arid mdrtar.” Kefinedy nofes that i somie ¢ases
‘hoards may choose to praceed with tlosures where there is widespread consensus within the-schpol community;
for example where a.new replaceniaritschgol is being bBuilt. Under provipcial legislation, the detislen £o dose
schiools s mada by logal.schopl boards, However, boards are required to have schoal-clostre policies based an
provincial guidelings, and these are In theé process of being revised by the new governtent, Indddition, many of
the provindial furiding polices that influence board detisions on the viabllity of séhools under their centrol will he
reviewed. A letter from Ken nedy, délivérad to all Ontaria séhool boards teday, indicates that in future, boa rds will )
be: asked specificallyto assess the education and eommunity value. of the scheols being considered for closure,
with:speeial consideération for-ural schasls. *Bécause of the current fuiid ing formula, short-teri financial
congideratians have played too.farge-a rale indedisions to close schoals. In fact, sare of the most successfuol
schools I the previnee in téfias of literacy and Aufnerdcy téstifig results-have tosed" says Kehnedy. "The
deisior to shut dawrtany'schael should anly be part of 8 long range plarthat takes Into. accountthe
impravements that the McGulhty. govérnment plans to make ta ontarib bubliceducation ta the bensfit of all
students.” The MeGUifity Government has commiftted to making ©ntaria’s public education the best.edueation
and o Improving-outéemaes for studénts ih litérady and ntiméracy. Within folr years 75 per-cent of students Will
mriget or exceed the proyincal standard-on province wWide tests. Disponibte en frangais For more information visit
www.ad u;goma-n..@a-ﬁ'or further information: Media. Contacts: Jill Fairhrothér, Minister's Office; (416)325-2683,
tA16) 788-0539 (celll Dave Rass, Eomniunicatinns Braneh.£416V325-2709: Public Inauifies: 41613252628 ar 1~
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