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Name of Committee:
Special Education Advisory Committee
Meeting Date:

1 October, 2018
A meeting of the Special Education Advisory Committee convened on October 1, 2018 from 7:00 pm to 9:07 pm in the Board Room (5050 Yonge Street), with Richard Carter presiding.
Attendance:


Association for Bright Children (ABC) 
          Melissa Rosen 

Autism Society of Ontario – Toronto
          Lisa Kness  


Brain Injury Society of Toronto (BIST)
          regrets


Community Living Toronto

                     regrets

Down Syndrome Association of Toronto 
          Richard Carter


Easter Seals Ontario

                     Deborah Fletcher


Epilepsy Toronto

                                Steven Lynette


Integrated Action for Inclusion (IAI)

regrets

Learning Disabilities Association Toronto
Myriam Rodriguez


VIEWS for the Visually Impaired

           David Lepofsky


VOICE for Hearing Impaired Children

Paul Cross

TDSB North East Community 
                      Aline Chan   








TDSB North West Community
                      regrets

TDSB South East Community  
                      Diane Montgomery   Olga Ingrahm
TDSB South West Community 

           Nora Green
Paul Boutis




TDSB Trustees

                                 Trustee Alexandra Lulka  
Trustee Alexander Brown

Also present were: 

Kathy Witherow, Associate Director, TDSB

Brendan Browne, Executive Superintendent, Leadership and Learning

Vicky Branco, System Superintendent, Leadership and Learning

Jennifer Newby, Centrally Assigned Principal, LC4
Lori Moore, Centrally Assigned Principal, Special Education 

Lianne Dixon, SEAC Liaison

Regrets:
Margarita Isakov, Nelson Lui, Jean-Paul Ngana, Tracey O’Regan, Dick Winters, Cynthia Sprigings
	ITEM
	DISCUSSION
	RECOMMENDATION / MOTION

	Call to Order / Quorum
	The meeting was called to order at 7:07 pm

	

	Approval of Agenda
	Agenda was approved

	

	Approval of Minutes (September 12)
	Minutes were approved as circulated. 

	Revised minutes are posted on the SEAC website.

	Presentation: Board Room AV Equipment and Technology
	· System was very old – needed to be upgraded

· New software system is coming online that will work in partnership with new AV equipment

· AODA department was brought in to make sure that the room was AODA compliant 

· Desire is to have the room used more than just for board meetings – now tables can be moved and used for different purposes – i.e.,  town hall meetings – groups can use the room in different configurations , and also technology for webcasting

· Cameras are new – 3 cameras to 7 cameras, projectors are new
· Moving forward – can have webcasts – although that can become expensive 
· Escribe system is being used by Trustees at Board meetings –  

	

	ADHD Presentation (Sarah Hannah, CADDAC member)
	Power point presentation followed by discussion/questions:
· ADHD is not recognized as an exceptionality when it is exists alone

· Staff are aware of ADHD – have had Professional Learning Sessions with CADDAC and have many resources to support students with ADHD https://caddac.ca/adhd/
· Students who have ADHD are considered individually and resources are available based on individual needs

· Board tries to get as much information before students start school in order to put supports in place for success – if more supports are needed, discussions take place 

	Power point can be shared/posted

	Leadership, Learning and School Improvement Department Staff Updates and requests for SEAC input.


	Introductions/Announcements  

· Vicky Branco – System Superintendent Leadership, Learning and School Improvement

· PIAC Conference – November 17, 2018 http://www.tdsb.on.ca/portals/0/Community/images/PIAC_Parent_Involvement_Conference_Poster.jpg
· David Lepofsky is doing the Keynote Address at the York/Osgoode Special Education Conference and Brendan Browne will be sitting on the expert panel.


	

	
	Organizational Chart - Special Education

· Is in the Special Education Plan – page 153 http://www.tdsb.on.ca/Leadership-Learning-And-Special-Education/Special-Education/Special-Education-Plan
· Individual concerns should be dealt with as locally as possible – there are Superintendents and Executive  Superintendents in each LC

· Leadership, Learning and School Improvement Department  - not so much for individual concerns as systemic concerns and improvements 

· Each LC has a cross disciplinary team to meet the needs of students and to be responsive to central staff

	

	
	Special Education Plan 2018 - Highlight key updates and outline of 2019 consultation process

· Has been submitted to the Ministry

· Reflects what is happening in TDSB - not what we aspire to do

· Special Education Consultants and Coordinators carry a copy of the Special Education Plan at School Support Meetings, it is referenced in IPRC training, and part of essential learning for new Principal and Vice Principals this year 

· Four years ago, in consultation with the web team and the parameters of the Ministry, it was recommended to remain one document – now it has hyperlinks and table of contents with links
· http://www.tdsb.on.ca/Leadership-Learning-And-Special-Education/Special-Education/Special-Education-Plan

	Working group be created for Special Education Plan –  motion by Melissa Rosen, seconded by Paul Cross
Volunteers for Working Group 

Melissa Rosen

Paula Boutis

Nora Green

Richard Carter


	
	Multi-Year Strategic Plan Action Plans - Implementation - Summary of SEAC feedback and recommendations
· Thank you to SEAC members who provided input 
· The Multi-Year Strategic Plan Action Plans document that outlines the core work for this school year is going to trustees, and then to the Planning and Priorities Committee. It will be made available to SEAC as soon as possible

· Action Plans are staff plans – to give staff direction. They reflect the  high yield work that staff need to work on 
· SEAC motions were taken into consideration (i.e., inclusion) 

· IEP/IPRC process, Employability, Pathways – these are all part of Action Plans

	Will be shared with SEAC members when available (Brendan Browne)

	
	Refusals to Admit (follow up)
· Special Education Principals and Superintendents are involved to make sure that all options are exhausted before a refusal to admit is pursued

· Concern was expressed by SEAC about the fact that no policy has been finalized and that their Motion has not been taken into consideration


	Staff were asked report back on Refusal to Admit issues.
· What is the policy? 

· What data is being tracked? 

· What is the legal requirement to record attendance if a parent is asked to take/keep a child home? 
· Can we see a draft of the policy? 


	· Parent Survey
	· Survey is still open, but the report has been completed last spring. 

http://www.tdsb.on.ca/Community/How-to-Get-Involved/Community-Advisory-Committees/Special-Education-Advisory-Committee
May Meeting
	· Survey now closed down – Paula Boutis can report on number and content of final responses if requested


	· Trustee’s Report(s) - 
	· Nothing to report at this time 
	

	· Working Group Updates/Plan
	· Nothing to report at this time
	· Liaison to send out a list of who is on which working group (done)


	· SEAC representative on Parents as Partners Committee and Conference 

	· We need people to update the board, to sit at table and answer questions, etc. during the conference 
· SEAC – through Paula’s motion would like to have input into workshops and speakers 
· The Parents as Partners Conference is by parents for parents. There should be SEAC voice on that committee
· 15 – 20 workshops sessions will likely be allocated to SEAC. 

	· Members should approach their associations and ask what topics could be presented at the conference. Email responses to SEAC Liaison by Nov. 15


	· Association Reports/SEAC Community Representative Updates

	Learning Disabilities Association shared flyer
· October is Learning Disabilities Awareness month

· Scotia Bank LDAO challenge – to promote LD awareness 

· Fundraiser – 27 October 

Autism Society

· October is Autism Awareness Month in Canada

· Geneva Center Symposium – Oct 24 – 26th 

Association for Bright Children 

· Conference on Sunday October 14th at Science Centre

	

	· Other Business
	· None to report
	

	· Correspondence Received by SEAC

	Toronto Family Network email regarding  

· Developmental Services Info Fair 

· EQAO results TDSB
	

	· Next Meeting Date
	· Monday, November 5, 2018:
	

	· Adjournment
	· 9:07 pm
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