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Name of Committee:
Environmental Sustainability Community Advisory Committee

Meeting Date:
April 6, 2021
A meeting of the Environment and Sustainability Community Advisory Committee convened on April 6, 2021 from 6:35 p.m. to 8:05 p.m. via Zoom Video Conferencing, with Sheila Cary-Meagher presiding.
	Attendance:
	Sheila Cary-Meagher (Community Co-Chair), Lindsay Bunce (EcoSchools Canada), Val Endicott (Community Member), Barbara Falby (For our Grandchildren), Sunday Harrison (Green Thumbs Growing Kids), Hilary Inwood (OISE), Anne Keary (Parent), Debby Martin (Community Member), Michele Martin (Community Member), Bob Spencer (Community Member), Brenda Simon (Natural Curiosity), and Andrea Stephens (Parent).

Also present were: Biz Ahrens (TDSB), Richard Christie (TDSB), Esther Collier (TDSB), Kristen Evers (TDSB), David Hawker-Budlovsky (TDSB), Chris Metropolis (TDSB), Mahnaz Mirkhond-Chegini (TDSB), Linda Naccarato (TDSB), Naomi Quarcoopome (TDSB), and Jenn Vetter (TDSB).

	Regrets:
	Haley Higdon (Natural Curiosity), Catherine Leighton (TRCA); Stefanie Hall (TDSB), and Manna Wong (Trustee, Ward 20).


	ITEM
	DISCUSSION
	RECOMMENDATION / MOTION

	Call to Order 
	· Meeting called to order at 6:35 p.m.
	

	Land Acknowledgement
	· The meeting began with a Land Acknowledgement.
	

	Approval of February 2, 2021 Minutes
	· February 2, 2021 meeting minutes were approved.
	

	Learning outdoors update
	Web portal

· A new Taking Learning Outdoor web portal, discussed at the February ESCAC meeting, has now been launched (https://www.tdsb.on.ca/learningoutdoors)

Outdoor Seating
· To support all-season outdoor learning in the outdoors, log seating and armour stone seating with accessible pathways are planned at select schools for implementation in 2021.

· Log seating is milled on-site at the TDSB’s 1 Civic Centre Court administration site, using quality logs donated by the City of Toronto.
Long-term plan

· ESCAC provided feedback on what should be included in a long-term plan for encouraging and supporting all schools to use outdoor spaces for instructional time throughout the day.  
· Feedback was compiled using Google Jamboard. 
	

	Community Climate Action Guide
	· A draft of the community climate action guide was shared with ESCAC.

· ESCAC provided feedback on the draft guide, sharing general impressions, identifying gaps and highlighting TDSB case studies that would be worth noting.  
· Feedback was compiled using Google Jamboard
	

	May ESCAC Meeting Focus
	· ESCAC will be using its May meeting to provide input to staff for setting 2021/22 priorities.
	

	Member Updates/Announcements
	Target Climate Willowdale

· Esther Collier provided an update on Target Climate Willowdale, a virtual event that was held on March 4th for the Willowdale community, with 120+ people attending.

· A follow-up community network event will be occurring on April 22, 2021.
The Sustainability and Education Policy Network (SEPN)

· Barbara Falby shared that The Sustainability and Education Policy Network (https://sepn.ca/) is a valuable source for information for resources related to sustainability education.
EECOM 2021 Conference

· Hilary Inwood and Lindsay Bunce shared details about the Canadian Network for Environmental Education and Communication (EECOM) 2021 Conference that will be hosted virtually April 21-24, 2021.
· ESCAC members interested in attending can contact Jenn.Vetter@tdsb.on.ca to receive a registration code.
	

	Adjournment
	· Meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m.
	


