
Human trafficking involves manipulation, deception, force, cohesion, fraud and is 
facilitated by a third party. It thrives in situations of unequal power and inequity.

This makes consent central to this issue and an important one to explore when 
dealing with exploitation or any form of sexual violence.

Toronto Native Women’s Resource Center

Reclaiming Power and Place: The Final Report on the National inquiry of Missing 
and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls

Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada: Calls to Action

KNOW THEIR 
TRAFFICKERS

Newcomers, 2SLGBTQIA+ youth and Indigenous 
young women are over-represented among sex 
trafficking victims.

ANYONE Social inequities; mental health/lack of resources; 
low self-esteem; cognitive disabilities; bullying/
social isolation; substance use/abuse issues; 
child abuse experiences

can be trafficked although 
these can create vulnerabilities 
to being trafficked
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Missing & Murdered Indigenious Women & Girls (MMIWG)

92%

Anti-Sex Trafficking
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•

https://nwrct.ca/
https://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/final-report/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/british-columbians-our-governments/indigenous-people/aboriginal-peoples-documents/calls_to_action_english2.pdf
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Call:
1.833.900.1010

Online:
canadianhumantraffickinghotline.ca

Sex 
Trafficking:

How It 
Happens
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Systemic
Inequities

Xenophobia

Historic, intergenerational trauma, ongoing systemic 
violence & marginalization of Indigenous, Black, 2SLGBTQIA+ and other 

racialized & newcomer children/youth

Capitalism

Transphobia

Colonialism
Patriarchy

Poverty

Gender 
Inequities
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INCREASE in sextortion since the 
pandemic began

of luring is done by Traffickers using 
online social media platforms

Root Causes of Sex Trafficking

LURING  Establishing a connection, 
in person or online, 
with the intent of developing 
a relationship for the 
purpose of exploitation.

GROOMING  Identifying and fulfilling 
the needs and dreams 
of the individual, for example 
by showering them with 
gifts.

ISOLATION Creating distance 
between the individual 
and their loved ones.

MANIPULATION & COERCION 
 Sending mixed messages, 
making claims like �you 
owe me� or making threats 
to cavse the individual to 
feel their only option is to participate 
in commercial sex acts,

EXPLOITATION  Ensuring ongoing 
participation in commercial 
sexval acts while 
taking away their earnings.

THE CANADIAN HUMAN 
TRAFFICKING HOTLINE 
IS OPERATING 
 24/7/365

CALL  1.833.900.1010

CHAT ONLINE  canadianhumantraffickinghotline.ca




