
COVID-19:Update for TDSB 
Trustee Meeting
February 9, 2021

Dr. Vinita Dubey
Associate Medical Officer 
of Health (AMOH)

Nicole Welch
Director of School Team



Agenda

• COVID-19 data
• Variants of Concern and Schools
• Public health measures to keep schools safe
• Testing recommendations
• COVID-19 vaccine



School Data

• Average Cases per outbreak=6
• Average Outbreak duration= 21.8 days
• For number of cases in schools, please go to  the 

Ministry of Education website
• For Toronto COVID Data, see the TPH website: 

Status of Cases in Toronto
Data extracted February 9, 2021

Active 
Outbreaks
In Schools

Cumulative 
Outbreaks
In schools

Total Case 
Counts

In Schools

1 176 1162

https://www.ontario.ca/page/covid-19-cases-schools-and-child-care-centres
https://www.toronto.ca/home/covid-19/covid-19-latest-city-of-toronto-news/covid-19-status-of-cases-in-toronto/


Toronto Data- as of Feb 8th, 2021

Fi1gure· 2. COVID- 19 cases in school-aged chi'lldren by age group and wee ,. 
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Toronto Data- as of Feb 8th, 2021

figure· J .. Case rate of COVID- 19 pe 1100,000 population by age group and 
episode week, Toronto 
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Toronto Data- as of Feb 8th, 2021

fi,gure 4. Proportion of COVID- 119 coses by age group and episode week, 
T r.l""nntr. 
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COVID-19 (SARS-CoV-2) Variants

About Variants
New variants of SARS-CoV-2 or COVID-19 have 
been reported in the news in recent weeks. 
• Viruses constantly change through mutations
• New variants of a virus are expected to occur 

over time. 
• Sometimes new variants emerge and 

disappear, and sometimes they emerge and 
persist

• New variants may lead to either decreases or 
increases in severity of illness, frequency of 
death, and how easily the virus spreads. 

SARS-CoV-2 Variants



COVID-19 Variants

There are potentials of other emerging variants

From: PHO

UPDATE ON VARIANTS OF CONCERNS 
(VOC) See next slide

SARS-CoV-2 Variants 

UK voe 202012101, e.1.1.7 
with 7 amino acid substitutions 

south Af:rica voe so,1 v.v2, B.1.351 
IC-0433 with 7 amino acid substitutions 

Isolate fro:m travelers fro1m IBr,azi11 B.1.1.24,8 

IC-Q,561 with 1.2 amino ,acid substituti,ons 

UPDATE ON VARIANTS OF CONCERNS (VOC)
See next slide

UK VOC 202012/01,B.1.1.7 with 7 amino acid substitutions

South Africa VvVOC 501Y.V2, B.1.351 IC-0433 with 7 amino acid 
substitutions

Isolate from travelers from Brazil, B.1.1.248 IC-0561 
with 12 amino acid substitutions



NOVEL (SARS-CoV-2) Variants

From Science table-COVID-19 Advisory for Ontario

Early evidence suggested higher transmissibility in children, that does not seem to 
be the case right now.

SARS-CoV-2 Variants• C10 1ncerns: 
•· 1' rans m. s s I bi r ty 
•· 1' .: Isease .sever~ty 
•· 1' -- is :- of re-i ·' ection 1(1mm1une escape m tants·.1 
•· '1, Vaccine etf· cacy (v·acc1ne escap1e mutants 1 
•· '1, . e, .e ct.ion 1( · iagnost ic esca p1e m . ta nts . 

• I mpl'ications:: 
,.. 1' Case1s 1' osp1itanzat1ons 1' !Deaths 
,.. Effec;t 'Veness of intervent ions_- di 'e~tlyJe.g~, 

vaccine 1escape mutan1.s) and · Irec ly (e~g~ 1' 
transm ss· b1l11ty) 

•· Vacc1nat1on strategy? 

Concerns:

Implications:

(arrow up) Transmissibility
(arrow up) Disease severity
(arrow up) Risk of re-infection (immune escape mutants)
(arrow down) Vaccine efficacy (vaccine escape mutants)
(arrow down) Detection (diagnostic escape mutants)

(arrow up) Cases (arrow down) Hospitalizations (arrow up) Deaths

Effectiveness of interventions - directly (e.g.,
vaccine escape mutants) 
and indirectly (e.g. (arrow up)
transmissibility)

Vaccination strategy?



NOVEL (SARS-CoV-2) Variants - Update on 
COVID-19 Projections from Science Table

Key Findings of modelling by Science 
Table- related to schools
• The new variant of concern (UK variant) is 

spreading in Ontario and is a significant 
threat to control the pandemic.  

• Modelling and international examples 
suggest that maintaining health 
interventions will support continued 
reductions in cases, even with a return to 
school.



SARS CoV-2  VOC

How to we help keep schools safe from COVID-19 
Variants
• Continue and stay vigilant with public health and 

IPAC measures -screening, masking, hand 
hygiene, physical distancing of 6 feet two meters, 
ventilation and cleaning and disinfection. 

• Continue to encourage all to stay home if they are 
sick and go for testing if they have COVID-19 
symptoms.

• If a VOC is identified in a school, intensive case 
and contact management

SARS-CoV-2 Variants



Public Health Measures in School

Screening – staff, 
students, visitors

Between 
Cohorts Student/Staff/Visitor

Face Mask Use

Frequent cleaning 
of surfaces

Ventilation 
in classrooms

Keeping students 
in cohorts

Frequent cleaning

Q COVID-19 K - 12 STUDENT SCREENING TOOL V Please complete bofore entering tho school. 

Date: Twnc 

1. Doff the studctnt have any of the folowlng new or worwnlng symptomsr' 

      
      

DWncuJtybf-..~ LM1of t•te 

   
   

ff-TES• to 
.,,,symptom: 

   
   

      
      

l . 11th.,. a chUd or slblng In row hoUMhold who hu one or more 
of the a bow symptoms? 

l . Has the 11.u<Mnt tr.awlktd outskM of Canada In the past 14 days? 

• · Has the student been nottfktd u a dose contact of someone 
wtth COYID-191 

S. Hu the student been told to stay home and Mff-tsobte? 

lf"'YES• to -U.t«S: 

   
   

~-----.-----_,. __ ,___,,_ __ .,...... __ _ 
'IU,, __ .,.... .. _ _. __ ,....,_IMl_o-pt_,.. __   

-----
TORONTO CA/COVI019 g Jaarll'IJlic Hesllll 

Cleaning and Disinfection 

Ph.ysicall 'D•i·stc111cing 

Heallthy Habl'ts 

r. 



School Screening Tools

Screening tool changes for both 
Student and Staff/Visitor Screening
• Symptom list remains the same 

for students/staff
• In effect as of February 16th, 2021
• Will also be checked to ensure 

completed each day. 

Image from: Needpix.com

Fooling unwoll, 
muscklachos 

ortlrod 
runny noso 

Sorothr~tor 
pain swallowt1t9 

N;nrsea, 
vomiting 

ordlarThea 

lf .,Y[S., to Cont.actahnhh 
any symptom: car• provider 

2. Does anyone In your household have one or more of the above DY ... D No 
symptoms? 

3. Has anyone In your household travelled outside of Canada D Yu D No 

In the past 14 days? 

4. Has anyone In your household been notified as a close contact D Yu D No 

of someone w it h COVID-19 or been told to stay home and 
se lf-Isolate? 

lf"Y£S .. to 
QtK!stions 
2,3,or4: 

•o,;w,.,wh<>ha,...,...,;,,9hulti,c<>ll<lirio,,~t>,,ah.ulthunpro.W.that,;_-t1wi-,,npto,,nomouldfl0tanow 
Yts . ...... 10th•,ympcomis-. ditNotM, or,.ui"9-.Lo.ok lotdung,fffrom,..,...chil,fs"°"""',ymp"""". 

llpcb!lldh'--Jllll'I   

TORONTO CNCOVID19 UiTIUIIIIPubhcHealth 

  co~'ID-19 Staff&Visit orscompletebefore 
  'V entering t he school each day. 

N.;una: Tlma: 

1.) Do you have any of the following new or worsening symptoms or signs. 

fil 
Fevar or chills 

Runny or stuffy ~·· 

Cough 

Daaaasa or loss 
of tasta or small 

Difficulty breathing or 
shortnass of braath 

Nausaa, vomit ing 
ordiarrhaa 

Sora throat or 
trouble swallowing 

Not fa411ing wall. 
extreme tiredness 

or sore musc:las 

If .,YES., to Contact a hHlth 
any symptom:              

2.) Does anyone In your household have one or more of the above D Yes D No 
symptoms? 

3.) Has anyone In your household travelled outside of Canada. In D Yu D No 
the past 14 days? 

4.) Have you been notified as a close contact of someone wtth D Yu D No 
COVID-19 or been told to stay home and self-Isolate? 

• If J'OU 11,aw, a.n existing health tondition 1:Mt giws you the symptOms J'OU should not MIS- YES, unfess the 
sympu,m is new. different Of getttng-s•. Look lofclw'lgff from -,our nomw symptoms. 

lf .. YES .. to 
Quc;,,5tiomi: 
2.J.or 4: 

Follow Toronto 
Publlc:                  

TORONTO CNCOVI D19 .. Tl• IIPublic Health 



Student (JK-12) Screening Tool

Link to student screening questionnaire and poster

[bifi TORONTO 
Public Health 

Q COVID-19 K- 12 STUDENT SCREENING TOOL V Please complete before entering the school. 

Name: ________________ Date: _______ Time .. · _______ _ 

1. Does the student have any of the following new or worsening symptoms?• 

Fever > 37. e·c 

FMIJng unweU, 
muscle aches 

or tired 

lf"YES"to 
any symptom: 

Stuffy or 
runny nose 

Stay home 
& self-Isolate• 

Yo, O 

    

Difficulty breathing 

Headache 

+ 

Sore throat or 
pal.n swallowing 

Get 0 
test,ed r 

2. Does anyone In your household have one or more of the above 
symptoms? 

3. Has anyone .In your household travelled outside of Canada 
In the past 14 days? 

4 . Has anyone ,In your household been rnotlfled as a close contact 
of someone with COVID-19 or been told to stay home and 
self-Isolate? 

If "YES• to 
Questions 
2,3,or4: 

Stay h.ome +· - FollowToronto 
  !Publlc Health advice 

Loss of taste! 
or smell 

Nausea, 
vomiting 

or diarrhea 

Cont.ad a healih 
care provider 

0 Ye• 0 No 

0 Ye• 0 No 

0 Ye• D No 

10.ildr.im who haw an ms.ting; baalth condrtiD11 iikintifi...:I by ii. MaJth c~ pro.vidar that giws th,;m ttuz, ~mptoms. -shoold not Mi~r 
YES,, irah1s.s; tl,Q symptom is. nGW'~ drffer11nl a r g'llltt:ir:tg worsc1. L.oak for <h;mgGs. from your chil.d's; nCO'l'd syrnptnms. 

Up:latod Fo ary 2011   

TORONTO -CNCOVIO 1 9 M lillDNlD Public Health 

MY CHILD HAS 1 OR MORE SYMPTOMS OF COVID-19. 
WHAT SHOULD I DO? 

was your chlld a close contact of someone 
who tested positive for COVID-19? 

•• --•·-----•·---  Everyon,e in tl,e hottSehold ~hould 1-tay !lOl-r.e &: self..i~ate. 
Get yow diild t<stocl. 

• Notify )')Ur child"s sd,ool t hat they h••• 5)'"l'tams. 

• ll positive,. no.tily your chU-~ school of th~ positive r~h:.. 
• Your child should stay home, sett-isolate & get tested. 

Tarorno P1.1l:.: He.alth w ill folow up with f.i.irtf,5 instn.irtiam:~ 

, l:f rtegatiw:, the child will still need to ~idate f« 14 d.ay~ 
from bst expoRJre to the pcrs-«1 who wa!'. pmnive. Arr, 
chilclrcn in tf.c t.ou,cl,old <hould «11-i,ol,~ lrcm Khoo! until 
di.e pcr5onwho is aclm-coon.'i2ct:CCf'nJMetc5 sdf.is.olation. 

• Anyone in the household woo attends • school setmg 
must also sby home and setteisalate ·until the child's test 
is negative. 

, If yo~d.itd is rmttestedtheyne,ed tosdF-is.alm UK 10day~ 
Hau_•~•~Jiold CCllltx't!. will ;ilso need to sQy home -ind 

• Am'lts in t he home, incbling parents, who do not attend 
• school setting, need to ,el -monitor for symptoms, but 
may go to wo,k as bng as they do not have symptoms. 

,d ffDl•t<f«t4days. 

V 
r 

What was the result of your chlld's COVID-19 test? 

r - --
Let )IOOr child's school know that 
they tested positi"" for COVJD-19. 

Yoa child must stay home&. 
self-isolate far 10 days from the 
day their symptoms started. 

Household membeIS & dose 
contacts must also se:lf--iisola.te for 
at least 14 days. 

Toronto Pubic - h wil cont:>et 
)IOU to do an in..,51igatian &. will 
provide further instructions. 

-i•-Yoorch"ld mayretumto school 
after it has 'been 24 hours 
since their symptoms st arted 
improving. 

Siblings can return to -school right 
away as Jong as they do not have 
symptoms.. 

Adults who attend the school 
selting can re·rum to school right 
away as Jong as they do not have 
symptam5' 

• Yowchild mustm._yhome&sel~ 
~b.tef:m tO d;a.r-:;fn>m-the d;a.ythrir 
<}fflptonK.tartM 

  10 da1'~ they an,,ga   tx:t 
~o~if tt!S- ~ptoms ....-e impt:avin,g. 

• Anyooe inthc-boiu~oklwho attc~ 
.a~ ~Hing will ~.ar hiexnc fur 
,a d.rs,. 

• If a hcahli cac providO" h.s 
-Ck:a.gn~cd ai cot1diti:on tha.t isn~ 
rcl.itcd to COVID-19, y011r d,ild an 
r,ctum to schocl· 14 "°1ul"S .iftcr their 

::-:.t:;:ot~r:J!'::Ci~;•e 
la, 10 d>r• · 

ee.   If .lfl)'Orte In your ho.Jsehold bs tnvelled outside al uruid.a. IA the f.r.st i .t d.a:ys. tftoe pen;on wfto IR\leled t!I required 
LI _.,.fl to ~e{f-gcfate fur T.C. d.a::t5. Ew:ryc11e 1n the household will .al.so n~d to !.ta, home from        urm1 the person wlto 
&,+I tr.tvelled completes the 1.t cb.y qu.aGm:111~ if tlte 1ndrviclJ.J is eem?t hm ~I q11~e beQUse they p~ -a 
  essential j.,I, (e.q. truck di,..,. p;Jot), the ,ost of the hou,dK.ld <a<> still attend Khool. 

TORONTO.CNCOVID19 IJ!ll TORONTO Public Health 

https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/94e5-Survey-poster-Schools.pdf
https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/96fa-Screening-poster-Schools-August-2020.pdf


Student (JK-12) Screening Tool

Symptoms remain the same
1. Does the student have any of the following new o,r wors,ening sym1ptoms?* 

Yes D 

    

Yes D 

    

Fever > 37.S'°C 

Yes D 

    

Feelin,g 1t111iwelllll, 
mus.de aches. 

or tired 

Yes D 

    

Couglhi 

Stuffy or 
runny nos.e 

Yes D 

    

Yes D 

    

Yes D 

    

Diff·culty breathing Los.s. of taste 
orsmelllll 

Headaclhre 

Yes D 

    

Yes D 

    

So,re throat or 
pain swaHowing 

Nausea, 
vomiting 

or diarrrhea 

f "YES" to 
any symptom: 

Stay hom·e + Get Or Contact a health 
"'-!~L _:&:_:_se:.:l::if-_:i=-so=-=la=t:.:e ___ l _n_L _::t:.:e=s-=te:_d:___ ___     care provider 



Student (JK-12) Screening
Change highlighted in Yellow

2. Does anyone in your household have one or more of the above 

symptoms? 

3. Has anyone in your household trave ed outside of Canada 

in the past 14 days? 

4. Has anyone in your household bee,n notified as a close contact 

of someone with COVID .. 19 or been told to stay home and 

self .. isolate? 

If "YES" to 
Q est ons 
2 3 or4· , , 

Stayhome + · Foll!ow Toronto, 
P'ubhc, Health advice 

0 Yes 0 No, 

0 Yes 0 No, 

0 Yes O INo, 

-children wtm have an ,existing heal~h condition iid1entifii:edl by a h,ealth care, [provider that g1ive ·tillem the s,ymptoms d1m.1ld llilOt' arnswer 
YES, 11mles ·the, symptom i new1 dirffe.,ent o'r getting worne. Look for· chaJnge ·fmmi yo,..1r- child normal s,ymp,toms. 



School Staff /Visitor Screening

Link to school staff/visitor screening questionnaire and poster

Q co111D-19 Staff~Visitorscompletebefore V 'V entering the school each day. 

Name: _______________ Date: _______ Tlme: ______ _ 

1.) Do you have any of the following new or worsening symptom.s or signs?'" 

     

    

Fever or chills 

Yes D 

    

Runny or stuffy 
nose 

If "YES• to 
any symptom: 

     

    

     

    

Cough 

Decrease or loss 
of taste or smell 

Stay home 
& self-I sol ate + 

Yes O 

    
Difficulty breathing or 

shortness of breath 

     

    

Nausea, vomiting 
or diarrhea 

Get 0 
tested r 

2.) Does anyone In your household have one or more of the above 
symptoms? 

3.) Has anyone In your household travelled outside of Canada In 
the past 14 days? 

4.) Have you been notified as a close contact of someone with 
COVID-19 or been told to stay home and self-Isolate? 

Yes O 

    

Sore throat or 
trouble swallowing 

Not feeling well, 
extreme tiredness 
or sore museles 

Contact a health 
care provider 

0 Yes 0 No 

O Yes O No 

     0 No 

• it you have an existing health concfJtion that gives you the symptoms you sho ld not answer YES, unless the 
symptom is new, different o.r getting worse. too:k for changes. from your normal symptoms. 

If "YES• to 
Questions 
2,3,or4: 

Sb.yhome +   FollowToronto 
  Public Health advl'4! 

TORONTO.CA/COVID19 rtfTIRDNlOPublicHealth 

SCHOOL STAFFNISITOR 
I HAVE ONE OR MORE SYMPTOMS OF COVID-19. 

\\iH.t,T SHOULD f DO._, 

Were you a close contact of someone who 
tested positive for COVID-19? 

•• -•- --•--, Ew:ryctne, ind u&ng hou~hcld ~ben.. :sit~ ~ y h0me: 
and 5df+:;olat:c-_ Go-for tesffl9 . 

• r,iot ify th" schoo 1 that you ha Ye symptoms. 

, If positive,. notify die school T1Y011to Puiblk Healtb will follow 
up with in!.l:ruction:i. 

• You shoulil stay home, self-isol ate and get tested. 

, If negatM, you will still nttd to sdf-isclate fur 14: days -Fram 
Im e.KpOSUre m thee pe;rscn. wfta ~positive. Any childrm in 
  housdiold diould sdf.. iscl.lR' frcm ~oal l.a"lb1 the ~n 
who is: .a. d o$C contact complete.1,-se.lF+solaticn. 

• Anyone in the household who attend< a school setting 
must also stay ho me and until your t est is negalm!. 

• lf )'IMJ•"',_,estet1y<><1....,dto<>Uyh«neancl,dfisolm 
fw 10 day!'.. ·Hou~hold contad?i will 11eed to stay home and 
,.1f.;.olmh 14d,y<. 

y 

What was the result of your C OVI D-19 test? 

---You must stay home & s~lsisolate 
fo r 10 d>ys from th" day )'OUr 

symptoms started. 

Household member< & close 
contacts must also se:lf-'isolate for 
atlea,st 14 days. 

T0<onto Pubic Health or your local 
heath unit wil contact you to do an 
inll<!stigation & wil provjde further 
instructions. 

-i-You may return to t he school 24 
hour< aft,r yo,. symptoms have 
started impr-oYlng. 

Children can ,retm n t o school 
right away as long as !hey do not 
have symptoms. 

Adults who attend t he school 
'Setting can return to ,school right 
away as long as they do not have 
-symptoms. 

---• Youmu~~;;a.yhome-1.'S'e lffoofat.efor 
10 d")', from ti.. d.y your<ympt<l<M 
-s:t..rt.ed. Ahe:r 10· day~ you c~ retwn 
to i.choal if yaur ~ymptams:   
impr'O'l'in!J. 

• Anyon-e: in tM ho1HehcUwiloattfflds 
a ~,:hool 5ettin9 mlJSt also nil)! home 
h 10d"l'"-

• 'hMa.ltncarepro-,i«krha:,dia9-
11.0!;;ed a condition l:n.rt i!.n't rcl~ 
to COVID-19, you can return to the 
«hool 14 how,; .ft,,,- y<><1r <ympt<l<M 
imp<G¥C. Hou,chold member.. do r><>t 
need to m.y heme. 

03. ,..J If anyone 1n your ~bold~ tnv~d outi.1de ofC.~11,ouh 1n tile bst 1.t. da.ys,   person who~~ 1s required 
LJ ~"'" to ~f.i!.ob~ fur U . d;a.Y5- ~ryone "'1 the housdwfd win al-so ITTeed to~ home frnm Khool until the per!:on wbo 
&; +I tr.veiled com~tc< the 1-1 day ~c. ii the o,d;.;.l,,I is .,...,,pt !..am ,,.....1 quar>ntirlc became they p..-bm an 

;JV" ~a.lj..l, je..g.. t,uck dri-..,. p,lotJ, lhe rest of 11,e h,ou...t,.,l,d""'" ""11.,.end sd,ool.. 

TORONTO. CNCOVID1 9 M TIIIDNrll Public Health 

https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/8b73-Screening-Poster-for-School-Staff-Visitors.pdf
https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/9242-Screening-Questionaire-for-Staff-Visitors.pdf


School Staff /Visitor Screening

Symptoms remain the same
1.) Do you have any of the foUowing new or worsening sym1ptoms or signs?ft 

Yes O 

    

Yes O 

    

Fever or chins. 

Run1n1y or stuffy 
n.ose 

If 11YES" to 
any symptom: 

Yes O 

    

Yes O 

    

Coug1hi 

Decrease or loss 
of taste or smell 

Stay home 
& self-isolate + 

Yes O 

    
Diff icul:ty breathing or 

shortness. of breath 

Yes O 

    

Nausea, vomiting 
or diarrhea. 

G.et 
tested 

Or 

Yes O 

INo O 

Sore throat or 
troublle swalllowing 

Yes D 

    

Not ·feeliing weH, 
extrem,e tiredness 
or sore musd!es 

Contact a health 
care provid~er 



School Staff/ Visitor Screening
Change highlighted in yellow

2.) Does anyone in your household have one or more of the above 
symptoms? 

3.) Has anyone in your household travelled outside of Canada in 
the past 14 days? 

4.) Have y1ou been notiifledl as, a close contact of someo1ne with 
COVIID-19 or been told to stay home and ,self -'iso1late? 

0 Yes 0 No 

0 Yes D No 

0 Yes D No 

,. l~f you have a111 existing he,alth condition that: gives. you the symptoms you should not ~nswe,r YES, unless. the 
symptom is new, diUerent or gettin,g 'Worse,. Look fo1r changes from your 1111 10,rmal symptoms. 

· Follow Tor-onto 
Pu1blic Health advice 



Prevention Measures: Face Masks

https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/94f0-The-Best-Mask-that-Fits-Well.pdf

https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/94f0-The-Best-Mask-that-Fits-Well.pdf


Stay-at-home except to attend school or 
work

• Students can attend school each day, but 
should not gather with others, even those in 
their cohort. 

• Continue to support stay-at-home measures to 
keep schools as safe as possible. 

• Stay at home except to attend school, exercise 
outdoors or for healthcare appointments. 

• Limit contact outside of school to only the 
people you live with. 



Testing in Schools

Testing is one tool to help monitor COVID-
19 in the school setting and keep schools 
safe.



COVID-19 Testing in Schools – Fall/ Winter 
2020

Two types of COVID-19 Testing strategies that took place in 
Toronto Schools in Fall/Winter 2020

1) Ministry of Education School Wide Testing
• 4 week pilot in schools identified in Peel, York, Ottawa and 

Toronto
• For schools in Toronto,  TPH identified the school based on 

the following criteria: multiple cases of COVID-19 with an 
unknown source and unclear epidemiologic links and/or where 
multiple cohorts had been dismissed from the school.

2) Co-ordinated testing- TPH work with Ontario Health and 
testing partners to organize testing opportunities when a cohort
is dismissed by TPH due to high risk exposure.



School Testing Update: MOE pilot
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Phase 1: Schoolwide Testing Summary November 
23rd to Dec 18th, 2021

Total Schools recommended for testing as part of MEDU: Total number of individuals recommended for expanded testing:Total number of individuals tested:

18 9,998 students, 1095 staff 2878 students, 558 staff*



School Testing Update: MOE pilot analysis

• Average of 607 students per school (range 195 to 
1,116) recommended for expanded testing. 

• Testing uptake:
• Students: median 31% (range 4.8 to 95.0%) 
• Staff: median 54% 

• Overall positivity rate for students: 
• median 1.2% (range from 0 to 11%)

• Positivity rates varied across schools. Several 
schools had no positive student cases while others 
had higher positivity rates. School positivity rates 
tended to reflect community rates.



School Testing Update: Coordinated Testing
Sept- Dec 2020 
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Testing recommendations

Symptomatic Testing
• Students and staff who have even one 

mild symptom of COVID-19
• Household members who have even one 

mild symptom



Toronto Public Health's Asymptomatic 
Targeted Testing Recommendations

Asymptomatic testing:
• TPH continues to recommend large amounts of 

asymptomatic testing related to schools. 
• TPH collaborates with testing partners to co-

ordinate testing for all high-risk cohorts. 
• Over 550 cohorts were supported in the Fall 

using this testing program.



Toronto Public Health's Asymptomatic 
Targeted Testing Recommendations

COVID-19 testing in schools occurs 
following:
• Case and contact investigations (including 

dismissed cohorts) 
• Outbreak management (including whole 

school testing when recommended).



Toronto Public Health's Asymptomatic 
Targeted Testing Recommendations

Expanded testing ( whole school 
asymptomatic testing) may be 
recommended if:
• a) Case(s) in the school with unknown 

acquisition OR 
• b) Multiple cohorts were dismissed OR
• c) Confirmed case identified with a variant 

of concern.



Learnings on testing in schools

• Low uptake of testing overall
• Take-home, mobile, on-site testing and 

reminders to parents and one to one 
consultation with families supports higher 
testing uptake.

• Less invasive testing options are 
preferred in school settings, such as 
saliva or oral/nose.



Areas to address for testing

• Reduce barriers to testing (location, time, 
stigma, type of test, increased access to income 
replacement, job security etc.) 

• Better access to testing
• Testing access and turn around for 

symptomatic students (so public health can take 
timely action if positive,  or they return to school 
quickly if negative) 

• Communication to parents, staff and 
administrators to increase uptake



Approved by 
Health Canada  

Met safety & 
quality 

standards

94-95% 
effective 

in large trials

2 dose
schedule

COVID-19 Vaccines



COVID-19 Vaccines for use in Canada

Manufacturer Pfizer Moderna

Approved by Health 
Canada 9 Dec. 2020 23 Dec. 2020

Age Eligibility 16 years + 18 years +

2-Dose Schedule 21 days apart 28 days apart

Potential Allergens Polyethylene glycol 
(PEG)

Polyethylene glycol
Tromethamine



How the vaccine works…

■ These proteins will stimulate our body to start 
making antibodies against COVID-19 

■ The mRNA breaks down and is removed from our 
body within days

■ The vaccine does not contain the virus, so it cannot 
give us COVID-19

■ messenger RNA tells our body to make 
“spike proteins”, a protein specifically 
found on the surface of the coronavirus



What is in the vaccine…

The vaccine is made up of:
■ messenger RNA (mRNA)
■ lipid molecules, including polyethylene glycol 
■ salts, sugars and buffers (tromethamine)

Both vaccines do not contain gelatin (pork), 
preservatives, formaldehyde, thimerosal, aluminum, 
latex, antibiotics, virus, animal or human cells.



Common Side Effects

As with any medication or vaccine, there may be 
some side effects:
■ pain, redness & swelling at injection site
■ headache, fatigue
■ muscle ache, joint pain
■ fever, chills, nausea, vomiting 
■ under arm swelling or tenderness (in Moderna vaccine)

■ less common is enlarged lymph nodes

The effects will last only a few days.



Ontario’s Distribution Plan as of Feb 02

Phase 1
Dec 2020 to Mar 2021

Phase 2
Mar 2021 to July 2021

Phase 3
Aug 2021 onwards

■ health care workers
■ hospital employees
■ residents and staff of LTCH, 

RH & congregate settings
■ essential caregivers 
■ adults in Indigenous 

communities

■ 344,615 doses administered

■ all health care workers
■ residents in LTCHs, RHs, 

etc.
■ home care patients 
■ shelters, community living
■ Indigenous communities
■ older adults, 80+
■ frontline essential workers

all Ontarians

https://covid-19.ontario.ca/covid-19-vaccines-ontario

https://covid-19.ontario.ca/covid-19-vaccines-ontario


The race to save lives…

As of February 8, 2021:
■ 134 million doses of COVID-19 vaccine have been 

given in 64 countries. 
■ United States has given 32.8 million doses.
■ Countries with the highest vaccination rates are 

Israel, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom, 
Bahrain, United States, Italy & Germany

https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/covid-vaccine-tracker-global-distribution/
https://ourworldindata.org/covid-vaccinations

https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/covid-vaccine-tracker-global-distribution/
https://ourworldindata.org/covid-vaccinations


Public Health Measures

Vaccines are one of many tools we have to fight the 
COVID-19 pandemic. It will take time before we have 
enough vaccine to get everyone vaccinated.

We still need to wear a mask, keep our distance and 
wash our hands frequently. 

Taken from US CDC



Trusted Sources of Information

• Toronto Public Health

• Ontario Health

• Telehealth Ontario: 1-866-797-0000

• Government of Canada

• Your healthcare provider

https://www.toronto.ca/home/covid-19/
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/index.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection.html?&utm_campaign=gc-hc-sc-coronavirus2021-ao-2021-0005-10680758527&utm_medium=search&utm_source=google_grant-ads-108388744754&utm_content=text-en-434601690158&utm_term=%2Bcovid


If you have more questions:

Schools and parents/caregivers can 
also call us at 416-338-7600

Contact Toronto Public Health
8:30 a.m. – 8 p.m.

416-338-7600 

TTY: 416-392-0658
Email: PublicHealth@toronto.ca

mailto:PublicHealth@toronto.ca


We encourage schools to check toronto.ca/COVID19SchoolInfo 

as new information is posted regularly. 
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https://www.toronto.ca/home/covid-19/covid-19-reopening-recovery-rebuild/covid-19-reopening-guidelines-for-businesses-organizations/covid-19-guidance-educational-institutions/


Thank You!

Thank you for 
working to keep 

our school 
communities 

safe !
Image from: freeimageslive.co.uk
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