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It started with words… 
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Presentation 

1 Setting the Context – What led us here 

2 ‘Leaders of Change’ Experiential Journey 

3 Holocaust Education – What we are doing and next steps 

4 Discussion / Questions 

Presentation 



TDSB Jewish Heritage Committee (JHC) 

• TDSB is proud to support Heritage Months so that students in our schools 
can be proud of their backgrounds and others can learn from them 

• The TDSB’s JHC is made up over 70 staff across every level of the system as 
well as Trustees 

• Since its inception in 2015, JHC activities have always been focussed around 
teaching and learning 
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Setting the Context 

 



Liberation75 

• 75 years after liberation from Nazi 
tyranny, this anniversary will be marked by 
remembering the victims, honouring the 
survivors, showcasing the future of 
Holocaust education, reflecting on 
antisemitism in the world, celebrating the 
role of the liberators, and committing to 
protecting freedom, diversity, human 
rights and inclusion  

• This initiative is being supported by  
leading Holocaust education, genocide 
prevention, and human rights 
organizations in the world 

• TDSB is a participating sponsor – as 
such, this year, the TDSB JHC is committed 
to Holocaust and genocide prevention 
education http://www.liberation75.org 
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Setting the Context 

 

http://www.liberation75.org


Leaders of Change 

• Because of our commitment to Liberation75, and   
our personal experiences, we applied for, and were 
accepted as part of the Canadian Society for Yad 
Vashem (CSYV) Scholarship Program (fully-funded), 
‘Leaders of Change’ joining leaders in education 
from across Canada to Berlin and Poland to interact 
with European Holocaust history in a personal, 
intense and experiential way 

• Our goal - through our students - to help build a 
more humane world 
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Setting the Context 



The Holocaust 

• The Holocaust began with Hitler’s rise to power in January, 1933 and 
ended May 8,1945 on VE Day (Victory in Europe) when the Allies of 
World War II formally accepted Nazi Germany’s unconditional surrender 

• During this time over 6 million Jews and millions of others (including 
Soviet prisoners of war, political prisoners, Polish people, people with 
disabilities, homosexuals, Sinti and Roma, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Catholic 
Clergy, Eastern European intellectuals) were murdered by the Nazi’s 

• During this period over 5,000 Jewish communities were wiped out and 2 
out of every 3 European Jews were killed 

• Prior to the Holocaust there were 18M Jews world-wide; estimates of the 
current world Jewish population is 13M 

 
 

 

 

 

- Elie Wiesel 

 

 

 

 

Setting the Context 
 

It is true that not all the victims were Jews, but 
all the Jews were victims  - Elie Wiesel



The Journey 

Facing History 
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The Journey 

https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/image/major-camps-and-ghetto-locations-europe-1942?backlink=https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/image/major-death-camps-concentration-camps-and-ghettos-eastern-europe


Jewish Life in Berlin 
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Berlin 



Stolperstein (Stumbling Stones) 
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Berlin - Memorials 



Tiergartenstraße 4   
Memorial for Victims of National Socialist ‘Euthanasia” Killings 
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Berlin - “Aktion T4” 



Memorial to the Murdered Jews of Europe 
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Berlin - Memorials 



Memorials to Homosexuals, Sinti and Roma 
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Berlin - Memorials 



The ‘Final Solution’ of the Jewish Question 
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Berlin - Wannsee Conference - January 20, 1942 



Grunewald Station 
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Berlin - Grunewald Station 



Radegast Station 
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Łódź, Poland – Radegast Station  



Warsaw Ghetto Uprising 
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Warsaw, Poland 



Polin Museum 
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Warsaw, Poland 

 



1000 Years of Polish Jews 
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Warsaw, Poland 

 



The Zookeeper’s Wife 
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Warsaw, Poland 

 



The Ringelblum Archives – 
Importance of Documenting 
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Warsaw, Poland 

 



Treblinka – Killing Centre 
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Treblinka Killing Centre, Poland 



Lopuchowa Forest  
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Tykocin Shtetl – Lopuchowa Forest, Poland 



Bełżec Killing Centre 
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Bełżec, Poland 

 



Bełżec – Deception 
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Bełżec, Poland 

 



Bełżec – Remembrance 
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Bełżec, Poland 

 



Majdanek – Gas Chambers  
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Majdanek Concentration Camp, Poland 

 



Majdanek – Barracks 
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Majdanek Concentration Camp, Poland 

 



Majdanek – Life in Ashes 
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Majdanek Concentration Camp, Poland 



Righteous Among Nations 
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Krakow, Poland 

 



Oskar Schindler's Factory - Płaszów 
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Krakow, Poland 

 



From all over Europe – Murdered at Auschwitz 
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Auschwitz-Birkenau, Poland 

 



“Work Sets You Free” 
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Auschwitz-Birkenau, Poland 



Plundered Belongings… 
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Auschwitz-Birkenau, Poland 



‘Canada’ 
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Auschwitz-Birkenau, Poland 

 



1,500,000 Jewish Children Murdered 
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Auschwitz-Birkenau, Poland 



Remembering… 
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Auschwitz-Birkenau, Poland 

 



Every Person has a Name 
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Auschwitz-Birkenau, Poland 



Extent of the Horror… 

• https://youtu.be/449ZOWbUkf0 

• Drone Video of Auschwitz Remains Reveals the Extent of Horror of 
Holocaust - In 2016, the BBC received permission from the Auschwitz-
Birkenau Memorial and Museum to fly a drone over the camp, giving 
people a bird’s eye view of the place where over 1.1 million men, 
women, and children lost their lives from 1942 to 1945 
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Auschwitz-Birkenau, Poland 

 

https://youtu.be/449ZOWbUkf0


Universality of “Hate” 
• Hate speech has been normalized – rhetoric used by those in power 

contributes to the growing climate of resentment and hatred of the 
‘other’, the ‘outsider’, the ‘stranger’… we have been here before 

• Antidote – human kindness, empathy, compassion  

• The importance of the “upstander” as opposed to the “bystander” – an 
upstander is defined as someone who recognizes when something is 
wrong and acts to make it right.  

• "How wonderful it is that nobody need wait a single moment before 
starting to improve the world.“ – Anne Frank 
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Holocaust Education 

 



Signs of Antisemitism… Everywhere 
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Holocaust Education 

• Rise of antisemitic incidents – in Europe and at home 
• According to the most recent B'Nai Brith's Annual Audit of Antisemitic 

Incidents, 2018 saw a 16.5% increase with 2,041 recorded incidents 
compared to 1,752 incidents in 2017  

• “No human race is superior; no religious faith is inferior. All collective judgments 
are wrong. Only racists make them.” – Elie Wiesel 



Lessons from the Holocaust 

• Lesson 1: The Importance of Holocaust Remembrance –                       
The Responsibility of Memory 

• Lesson 2: The Danger of State-Sanctioned Incitement to Hatred and 
Genocide – The Responsibility to Prevent 

• Lesson 3: The Danger of Silence, The Consequences of Indifference –
The Responsibility to Protect 

• Lesson 4: Combating Mass Atrocity and the Culture of Impunity –      
The Responsibility to Bring War Criminals to Justice 

• Lesson 5: The Trahison des Clercs –  

      The Responsibility to Talk Truth to Power 

• Lesson 6: Holocaust Remembrance –                                                        
The Responsibility to Educate 

• Lesson 7: The Vulnerability of the Powerless –                                          
The Protection of the Vulnerable as the Test of a Just Society 

7 Lessons from the Holocaust by Irwin Cotler (Jerusalem Post, January 30, 2011) 
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Holocaust Education 

https://www.aish.com/ho/i/7_Lessons_from_the_Holocaust.html


The Need for Holocaust Education 

• 1 in 5 young Canadians either hasn’t heard of the Holocaust or isn’t sure 
what it was 

• 2/3 of those surveyed either didn’t know how many Jews were murdered or 
greatly underestimated the number 

• Nearly 1/2 of the respondents could not name a single concentration camp 
• Few Canadians believe there are many neo-Nazis in Canada today 
• But… 82% of respondents believe all students should learn about the 

Holocaust in school, while 85% said it is important to keep teaching about 
the Holocaust so that it does not happen again.  
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Holocaust Education 

�I swore never to be silent whenever and wherever human beings endure suffering 
and humiliation. We must always take sides.  Neutrality helps the oppressor, 
never the victim. Silence encourages the tormentor, never the tormented. 
Sometimes we must interfere. When human lives are endangered, when 
human dignity is in jeopardy, national borders and sensitivities become irrelevant. 
 Wherever men and women are persecuted because of their race, religion, 
or political views, that place must - at that moment - become the center of the 
universe."  Elie Wiesel



Hope… not just death 

• Graphically recounting the Holocaust's horrors — stories of gas 
chambers, crematoriums, death camps, sadistic SS guards, mass 
graves — is not the only way to honor the dead and educate the living… 

 

• "You cannot just say one way. You have to mention the horrors and 
you also have to point out the people among us who could not be 
destroyed. We maintained our humane feelings and our desire to help 
others.” - Arthur B. Shostak, a retired sociologist from Philadelphia's Drexel University 

who advices curators  

 

44 

Holocaust Education 

https://history.howstuffworks.com/historical-events/including-stories-hope-when-teach-holocaust.htm


Surviving and Thriving… one Story 

Photo Credit – CBC        Photo Credit – National Post 

Hedy Bohm… from retelling her story as a survivor of Auschwitz to 
students at Birchmount Collegiate… to being honoured at their Prom… 
gave testimony against Oskar Groening, a German SS guard known as the 
“Bookkeeper of Auschwitz” who was convicted in 2015 of being an 
accessory to the murder of 300,000 Hungarian Jews…                                  
two of which were Hedy’s parents 
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Holocaust Education 
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Holocaust Education 

 

CSYV Holocaust Memorial Site 

• The Canadian Society for Yad Vashem (CSYV) Holocaust Memorial Site in Earl 
Bales Park stands at the heart of CSYV’s mission to educate Canadians about the 
Holocaust by sharing the facts and universal lessons of the Shoah through its 
educational and commemorative activities 

• https://yadvashem.ca/ 
 

 

 

https://yadvashem.ca/
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Holocaust Education – JHC Plans 2019-2020 

 

Middle School 
Literacy Project: 
“Hana’s Suitcase”  
• More book awards than any other 

children’s book in Canada 
 

• First school board to do  
“One Book Event”  
 

• Deep discount by publisher 
 

• Lesson plans to be provided to 
teachers  
 

• Multiple author visits, visit to Canada 
by curator from Japan, artifacts from 
Hana’s niece who lives in Toronto 
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Holocaust Education – JHC Plans 2019-2020 

Secondary School 
Film Project: 
“The Last Goodbye” 
• Toronto survivor return to Majdanek 

 
• USC/Spielberg/Shoah Foundation 

has selected TDSB as first Board in 
the world to roll out film and 
accompanying educational materials  
 

• Shoah Foundation to waive all 
licensing fees for the year and 
contract a VR firm 
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Holocaust EducHolocaust Education – JHC Plans 2019-2020 

ation 

 Liberation75 
Ambassadors 
 

• 75 TDSB Grade 11 students from diverse  
backgrounds and multiple schools to visit Berlin  
and Poland summer 2020  
 

• Spread the learning in our high schools  
beginning September 2020  
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Never Forget... 

Never Again is Now 
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Thank You! 

A really big thank you

WE COULDN'T DO IT WITHOUT YOUR SUPPORT. WITH HEARTFELT GRATITUDE.


	The Holocaust did not begin in the gas chambers... it began with words

